
Recycling Questions?  Visit www.lanecountyor.gov/wastewise
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1. Plastic bags and plastic wrap

Plastic bags, produce bags, plastic wrap (e.g., cling wrap, dry cleaner 
bags and the plastic packaging for toilet paper and paper towels). 

Plastic bags and plastic wrap get wound up in the machinery at the recycling 
center and can cause severe, expensive damage. Return them to participating 
retailers (Safeway, Albertsons, etc.) or put them in the trash. 

2. Batteries

All button, rechargeable alkaline batteries in electronics and musical greeting cards.

Batteries can cause fires, burns, and other environmental damage when not disposed of  
properly. Never place batteries in the recycling bin (see p. 36 for recycling and disposal options).

3. Clothing, textiles and fabric

Clothing and curtains.

Clothing does not belong in your recycling bin, and will be thrown away 
if it arrives at a recycling facility. The best place to take clothing that is still 
wearable is a donation center, such as a thrift store. 

4. Styrofoam™

Packing peanuts, blocks, to-go boxes and containers.

Styrofoam products are not accepted in curbside recycling programs, because they are 
difficult to sort from other materials and often break into small pieces, ending up as litter 
in our open spaces, rivers and oceans. The best place to put Styrofoam is in the garbage. 

5. Frozen food boxes

Frozen pizza boxes, Ice cream boxes, butter boxes and microwavable meals.

This cardboard is infused with a plastic that can't be removed during the recycling process. 
Put them in the trash.

For more information, visit www.oregon.gov/deq/recycling/Pages/Recycle-Right.aspx.

Recycle Right! 
If in Doubt, Find Out, or Leave it Out!
Recycling the wrong material is more harmful than helpful. Putting incorrect items in the rollcart 
damages the whole system by causing equipment failure, contaminating good materials with garbage 
and reducing the value of commodities.

Always Keep These Five Items Out of Your Household Recycling Bin
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